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of the Occaſion of Warzthe Occafich of which Waals 
Wor it ſelf (wherein envious men, who are lovers of then: } 
e than lovers of God, luſt, kil,8cdefire tobare —_ 
hach from the luſt, All bloody Priatig e 1 
Peabate weſ as to our own particular) do — | 0 
all outward Wars, and Striſe, and Fightings W 


n ng, for any end, orunder any pretence "packing! 
is N | 


our Teftimony to the whole — 
And whereas it is objeQed; | 
Batalthough you now ſay, That jou baer Figbe, wr the 
=p Arms at alli pet if the Spirit do move you, then you well chax 
your Principle, and then you will ſell Coat, e 
and Fip Bok Kingdom of 2 
- Anſwer, As for _ 2 to you = Chr 8 led [ 
eter,” thySword in his place: Though he had ſai 
he Sachadn a Sword, might fel his Coat and buy oneſ tothe: 
fulfilling of the Law and Scripture) yet after when hehid | 
did him put it pp, he ſaid, He that takgth the Sword, ſball r. 
1 with t b Sport, And fyrcher, Chriſt faid to Peter © "Tk ; 
e Tamm en, pray to my Father, and he ſhall priſe. T: 
24 give me more then telus Legwn of Angels? And 1 
tie Peter, Luk. 22.36. aſter be bad puc up his Sword, ne 
he faid to him, He that took, it, ſhauld periſh b it, which fun. F 
og wy rg 755 522 Tas in 105 Revelations it's laid, 
2. ſhe 72 ſhall periſh with the Sword;aud by 
15 2 Fab and the Patience of the Saints; and fo Chriſte Ri 
dom is not of this World, therefore do not his Sermm 
Fight, as he told P:/ate the Magiſtrate , who crucified hin: 
And did they not look upon Chrilt T raiſer of Sedition? 
And did not be fay; Forgive ibemꝰ But thus it is, that went 
numbred amongſt Tranſgreſſors, and numbred among 
* heers, that the Scriptures might be fulfilled. 4 
at Spirit of Chriſt by whiell we are guided. is not change l 
able, ſo as once to eommand us from # thing as evil, & agav | 
to moveuntoit; And we do certainly know,and ſo reſufiet 1 | 
the World, that the Spirit of Chriſt which leads us into i 
Truth, will never move us to fight andwar againſt. -y 
with 6utvrard Weip6ns,neither for the Kingdom 40 bn 
nor for the Kingdoms of this World. 
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Fit, Becauſe the Kingdom of Chriſt, Cod will einde xe. 
tording to bis promiſe, and etuſe ie to grow and Alovrifirin 

ümnels, not by might, nor bj Poner of hard Sn. 
but by ey Spirit ſauith the Lord, ech. q. 5. So thoſe that uſe 

Weapon to fight for Chriſt, or for the eſtabliſhing of his + 

Kingdom or Governrfient , both the Spirit, Principle arid 


Rice in that we deny,” - 5 3 
u ond ly ; And as for the Kingdoms of this Werd 5. 
tint | cover them; much leſſe can "wee fight for 
them; but wee do earneſtly” deſire and wiite,, That 
{by the Word of God's Power, and its effeQual opers- 
don in the hearts of men) the Kingdoms of this World 
ny become the Kingdoms of the Lord; and of his Chrift, 
dae he might Rule ati& Reigre in men, by Hfs Spire and 
Truth ; that thereby all people our of all different Judge · 
nents and Profeſſions, iaigtit be btouphe into love àüd uf 
ty with God. and one with another; end that they might-afl 
dome to witneſs the Prophets words, who ſaid, Vain [hall 
nt up Sword againſt Nation) Fett her ſhall they lern Me 
A Wi mores Iſa. 2.4 Mic A527 Df! 2 Z e;io!T't Wo 0 C 
Fo we, whom the Lord bach eatted into che BEHR of 
lis Truth, have denyed Mars and F. ghtings, — Arn in 
iny more learn it: And this is a certain 7 5 ey und al 
the World, of the truth of our hearts iii''this particular, 
| Thatas God perſwadeth every mans heart to beſiert, ſo 
they ey receive it; For we have not (u ſome others) gone 
| about eunningly with deviſed Fables: Nö have we ever 
denyed in Practiſe what we have profeſs d in Principle, but 
in ſincerity and truth, and by the Word of God have we la- 
donred to be made manifeſt unto all menz that both we and 
dir waye might de Wirneffech in the hearts of all people: 
And Whereas all manner of Evil hath been falſly ſpoken 
of us, We hereby ſpeake forch the plain Truth of our 
bearts, to take away the occaſion of that offence; that ſo we 
deing innocent, may not ſuffer for other mens oftences, nor 
de made a prey upon by the wills of men, for that of which 
ee were never guilty; but in the uprightneſfe of dur 
dbescts; we may, under the Power ordained of God, for the 
VFianiſnment of evil - doers, and for the praiſe of them 4 
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more abundantly ſuffer, yet we know that it's ſor righreces, 
neſs ſake; For our rejoicing is this, the Teſtimony of our Cu. 

ciences , that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity\, not with fleſhy 
5 dom, but by — of God, we have had our C Joh 
ſation in the world, 2 Cor, 1.12. Which for us is a Witneſs, 
for the convincing of our Enemies. Hor this we can (ay to 
all the World, We have wronged u mant perſon or poſſeſſing, 
we have uſed u0 force, nor violence againſt any man, wehave 
been found in 20 Plots, nor guilty of Sedition; when we haye 
been wronged, we have not ſought to revenge our ſelves, xe 


have not made reſiſtance againſt Authority; but whergg | 


we could nat obey for Conſcienes- ſabe, e have ſuffered: 
ven the moſt of any people in che Nation; we hay been 


Accounted as Sheepe for the ſlanghter, perſecuted and de 
ſpiſed, beaten, ſtoned, wounded, ſtocked, whipped, impri- 


oned, haled out of Synagogues, caſt into Nungeons and 
noiſome Vaults, where many have dyed in bonds, ſhut up 
from our Friends; denied needful Suſtena nce for many 
dayes together, with:other the like cruelties; and the cauſe 
of all this our ſafferings, is not for any evil, but for things 
relating to the Worſhip of our God, and in obedience 
to his Requirings of us, For which Cauſe, wee. ſhdl 
freely give; up aur, Bodies a ſacrifice , rather then diſakey; the 
Lord: For we know, as the, Lord hath kept us innocent, fo 
be will plead our Cauſe, when there is none in the Earth to 
plead it; So we in obedience unto his Truth, do not love 
our lives unto the death, that we may do his Will; and 
wrong no man in our generation, but. ſeeke the Good and 
Peace of all men: And he that hath commanded us, ha 
ve ſhall not ſwear at all, Mat. 5, 3 4. hath alſo Commanded 
us, T hat we (fall not kill, Mat 5. So that we can neither hil 
men, nor ſwear for, nor againſt them. And this is both our 
Principle and Practiſe, and-hath been from the beginning. 
So that if we ſuffer, as ſuſpected to take up Armes, or make 
Mar againſt any, it is without any ground from us; for it ne 


ther is, nor ever was in our hear ts ſince we owned the truth! * 
of God; neither ſhall we ever do it, becauſe it is contraty u 


{4 ) - + 7, 
do well, live a peaceable and godly life, in all godlineſs ; 
honeſty; for, although we have alwayes ſuffer'd; nod He | 
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tie Spirit of Chriſt, his Doctrine, and the practice of his 


, even conttary to him for whom we ſuffer all 
things; and endure all things. | 
And whereas men come againſt us with Clubs, Staves, 
Drawn Swords, Piſtols cock't, and do beat, cut and abuſe us, 
yet we never reſiſted them; but to them our Hair, Backs, 
and Cheeks have been ready; but it is not an honour to 
Manhood, nor Nobility co run upon harmleſs people, 
who lift not up a hand againſt them, with Arms and Wea- 


r Therefore conſider theſe things, ye men of Underſtand- 
ing: For Plotters, Raiſers of Inſurretions, Tumultuous 
ohes, and Fighters, running with Swords, Clubs, Staves and 
Piſtols one againſt another; We ſay, Theſe are of the World, 
and hath its foundation from this Unrighteous World; 
from the foundation of which the Lamb hath been ſlain, 
which Lamb hath redeemed us from this unrighteous world; 
And we are not of it, but are Heirs of a world in which 
there is no End, and of a Kingdom where no corruptible 
thing enters: And our Weapons are ſpiritual, and not Car- 
nal, yet Mighty through God, to the plucking down of the ſtrong 
holde of ſin & Satan,who is Author of Wars Fighting, Murder 
and Plots; and our Swords are broken into Plow-ſhares , and 
Spears into Pruning- hoo, as Propheſied of in Micah 4. 


Therefore we cannot learn War any more, neither-riſe up 


apainſt Nation or Kingdom with outward Weapons: though 
you have numbred us among the Tranſgreſſors and Not- 
ters, the Lord knows our Innocency herein, and will plead 
our Cauſe with all Men and People upon Earch, at the day 
of their Judgment,when all men ſhall have a reward accor- 
ding to their works. i h 

Therefore in love we warn you for your Souls good, ut 
to wrong the Innocent, nor the Babes of Chriſt, which hee 
hath in his Hand, which he cenders as the Apple of his 
Eye; neither ſeek to deſtroy the Heritage of God; nei- 


tber turn your Swords backward, upon ſuch as the Law was. 


not made for, i. e. the Righteous, but for the Sinners and 
Tranſgreſſors, to keep them down. For thoſe are not the 
peace- makers, neither the Lovers of Enemies; neither can 
175 they 
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they overcome Evil with Good, who wrong them that beg Þ 
Friends to You, and All Men, and wiſh Your Good atikrhy | 


good of all people on the Earth. If you oppreſs us as they | 


the Children of Iſrael in Egypt; and if you Oppreſs us as 
they did whenChr:;/ was born, &as they did the Chriſtiam in 
the Primitive times, we can ſay, Ihe Lord forgive yon; & leave 
the Lord to deal with you, and nat Revenge our ſelves Aud 
if you ſay as the Courcil ſaid to Peter dd John, Ton 
ſpeak no more in that Name; and if you ſerve us as they ſul 
ved the Three Children, ſpoken of in Daniel, God is the famy 
as ever he was, that lives for ever and ever, who hath the 
Innocent in his Arms. 


Oh Friends ! offend not the Lord. and his Lirrle Ou na. 


ther afflict his People; But conſider, and be moderate, π , 
do not run haſtily into things, but mind, and conſider ae 
cy, Juſtice, and Fndgment; that is the way for you to pro- 
per, and get the favour of the Lord. Cur Meetings were 
ſtopped and broken up in the daies of. Oliver, in pretence of 
Plotting againſt him; and in the daies of the Parliament, an 
Committee of Safety, wer were looked upon as Plotters to 
bring in KING CHARLES; and now we are called 
Plotters againſt KING CHARLES. Oh that men 
ſhould loſe their Reaſon, and go contrary to their own 


Conſcience; knowing that we have fuffered all things, and 


have been accounted Plotters all along, though we havexde” þ 
clared againſt them both by word of mouth and Printing, & 
are · clear from any ſuch things, though we have ſuffered al 
along becauſe we would not take up Carnal Weapons to 
fight withall againſt any; and are thus made a prey upon, 
becauſe we are the Innocent Lambs of Chriſt, and carmot s 


venge our ſelves.. Theſe things are left upon your Heri 
to conſider. But we are out of all choſe things, in the pati- 
ence of the Saints, and we know, that as Chriſt ſaid, He tha 
takes the Sword ſhall periſh with the Sword, Mat. 26.52, Revtl. 
13.10. | 


0 


This is given forth from the People called Quakers; ti 
ſatisſie the King and His Council, and all thoſe the 
have any jealouſie concerning Ils, that all octaſunef || 
Suſpitios may be taken away, and our Innocent) 

cleared. Given 
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Given forth under our Names, & in the behalf of the whole 
body of che Elect People of God, who are called Quakers, 


Gorge Fore © Gerrard Roberts Henry Fell 


Rich. Hubberthoru John Bolton John Hinds 
Jobs Stubbs Leonard Fell John Furley, jun 


f x bi Francis Howgill Samuel Fiſher Thomas Moor. 


85.55 
= = 
31 * 
4 ke 


1 
W 


POSTSCRIPT. 


L tion, and pur in the mid'ſt of them, and numbred amongſt 
rav[preſſors; and ſo have bh. en gue up to all rude mercileſs 
men, by which our Meetings are Broken up, in which we edified one 


1 \ x Ta we are rambred with Plotters in this late Proclama- 


another in eur holy Faith, and praied together to the Lord that 


liues for ever, yet he is our pleader for us in this Day; the Lord 
ſaith, They that feared his Name, ſpoke often together, 4s in 
Malachy, which were as hisFewels : Aud for this cauſe, and no 
Evil- doing, are we caſt into Holes, Dungeons, Hamſes of Carre= 
hon, Priſons ; they ſparing neither eld nor young, men nor wonuens 
and juſt ſold to all Nations, and inade à prey to all Nations, nndev 
pretence of being Plotters, fo that all rude people run uponus to 
take poſſeſſion 5 for which we ſay, The Lord forgive them that 
have thus doue to us, who doth, and will enable us to ſuſfer, And 
zever ſhall we lift up a hand againſt any man that doth thus uſe 
us: But that the Lord may have Mercy upon them, that 
they may conſider what they have done: For how is it 
hardly poſſible for them to requite us, -for the grrong they have 
done to us ? Who to all Nations have ſonnded us abroad as Plot- 
ters, who were never found Plotters againſt any Power or Man upen 
the Earth, ſince we knew the life and power of Feſus Chriſt mant= 
feſted in ns; who hath redeemed us from the world, and all works 
of Darkneſs, and Platters that be in it; by which we know our E- 
letion before the world began. So we ſay, The Lord have merey 
upon our Enemies, and forgive them, for that they have done un- 


to ut. 
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